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and Socrates, having laid them both on the floor, got up and went
his way.'
In spite of this, the Athenians were not a gross race, even in
their cups. Their exuberant spirits sometimes ran into excess;
but mere drinking for drinking's sake they left to the mighty
topers of the north. It was not for nothing that they wove round
the personality of the wine-god Bacchus many beautiful legends
of symbolic mythology: and some of their most graceful poems
were concerned with the theme or the imagery of the drinking-
bout. One example may here be given, which the reader will
doubtless know better in its Elizabethan guise, but which will
best, perhaps, be reproduced in a plain prose translation—much
closer to the more restrained and more exquisite original.
'No wine-bibber I; but, if you would make me drink, taste first
and pass to me and I will take it. For if you will touch it with
your lips, no longer is it easy to keep sober or to escape the sweet
wine-bearer; for the cup carries me the kiss from you and tells me
of the favour that it had.'
VII
WOMEN AND SLAVES
from what has been said already it will be clear that Athenian
.citizens enjoyed considerable leisure; and it is natural to inquire
how this came about. The explanation lay partly in the character
of their occupations. Farmers, for example, were not always
busy; there were slack times between corn-harvest in May and
the vintage in September, and again after the vintage till the
olive-picking in late autumn. Sailors, similarly, were unoccupied
during winter when storms made the sea unsafe. The crafts-
men, being independent and not working for a regular employer,
were masters of their own time, and could knock off work when
they chose. Retail dealers, too, could close their shops to attend
a political meeting or dramatic performance. The Greeks knew
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